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REPORT OF THE 
GRAND JURY. 



To Hon. Job* Cradlibaugh :— 
The undersigned, Grand Jurors, em- 

r neled for the September Term of the 
S. District Court, for the Second 
Judicial District, of Utah Territory, re- 
spectfully submit this for their final 
Report. 

The accumulation of offences, in the 
absence of all recognized Judicial Tribu- 
nals, hare imposed .upon the Jury an 
amount of labor which it has been im- 
possible entirely to perform. 

Under the instruction of the Court, 
we have, therefore, exercised a discretion 
in the selection of those offences which, 
io our judgment, were most flagrant and 
demanded immediate investigation, and 
refer our unfinished business for the con- 
sideration of future Grand Juries. 

We cannot permit the present occa- 
sion to pass, and would leave our duty 
imperfectly performed, were we to ad- 
journ without congratulating the citizens 
of this Judicial District upon the suc- 
cessful orgauization of a Judicial Tribu- 
nal, that already commands the hearty 
sympathy and encouragement of every 
patriotic citizen. Hitherto we have pre- 
sented the singular anomaly, without a 
parallel beyond the jurisdiction of the Uni- 
ted States, of a people living under a 
Constitutional Government without any 
participation in the framing of laws for 
the protection of personal liberty and 
property, remote from the Seat of Gov- 
ernment and without the presence of 
Courts or other tribunals for the admin- 
istration of justice ; yet, maintaining 
our loyalty to the Constitution, support- 
ing the laws and promoting the pros- 
perity and wealth of the country. 

We can, therefore, with special pride 
and propriety, congratulate the citizens 
of this District upon such an auspicious 
•vent in our midst, as the organisation 



of a Court of Justice under the imme- 
diate protection of the Flag of the 
Union, that will insure perfect and 
peaceful enjoyment to every citizen in his 
personal liberty and right of property. 
In the midst of this congratulation there 
exists serious causes of public and private 
grievance, which urgently call for re* 
dress, and to which we respectfully call 
attention. 

Mormon Tlseocracy* 

First in importance is the social con- 
dition of antagonism that distinguishes 
the citizens of this Territory, and creates 
an irreconcilable political antipathy be- 
tween them. 

Our community is divided into two 
classes— those who receive and practice 
the tenets of the Orthodox, Catholic and 
Protestant Churches, and those who hold 
to the Mormon Faith. 

All political power, the Legislature 
and the Territorial offices, are now, and 
hitherto have been under the control and 
disposal of the Mormon Church. The 
political power of the Territory may 
justly be said, therefore, to have been in 
the past a pure Theocracy. - 

The Gentiles, so-called, (those apart 
from the Mormon Church,) have been 
allowed no political power, have exer- 
cised no influence upon the Legislature ; 
and instead of protection, have only 
found abuse and oppression in the laws 
enacted by the local Legislature. The 
Mormon population far exceeds that of 
other citizens ; they re ide near the Sent 
of Government, and possess every ability 
to perpetuate by force and fraud their 
present Theocratic Tyrany. This con- 
dition of things; socially and politically, 
so oppressive to the people of this Dis- 
trict, loudly demands redress, and is a 
rebuke to our national boast of equal 
laws and eqnal liberty. 
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J ndicial ^Tribunals. 
Another grievance of paramount im- 
portance, and which has greatly retarded 
the rapid settlement and improvement of 
this District, is the absence of regular 
terms of the District Coart, and the uni- 
form administration of Justice. For 
three long and dreary years we bare 
been utterly without any Court of Jus* 
tice ; the law has been a nullity for want 
of an administrative tribunal; and the 
people without compass or star, have 
groped along the path of civilization 
and empire, conquering the wilderness 
and increasing the substantial strength 
Of the Nation, guided alone by their 
loyality to the Union and sustained by 
the long defered hope that their repeated 
petitions would eventually be heard, and 
their greviances redressed by the patern- 
al Government. 

•The seat of Justice in this District is 
seven hundred miles from the Capital of 
the Territory; the distance is aggrava- 
ted by difficulty, and rugged mountains 
and great barren deserts, stretching from 
114 to 122 lines of longitude. This dis- 
trict is one-third of the entire Territory; 
hence the right of appeal is a constitu- 
tional illusion, and with the presence of 
a permanent Court, substantial justice 
In many instances can only be attained 
at the cost of personal impoverishment. 
These, apart from other detailed reasons, 
should suggest to the serious consider- 
ation of Congress amelioration through 
an amendment to our Judicial system. 
Indian Affair*. 

Another grievance of rast importance 
is the condition of the Indians, and the 
absence of adequate Military defeuces 
for the immigrants, and citizens within 
the Territory. While ample appropria- 
tions hare been made by the Govern- 
ment for the subjugation and support of 
the Indians in the entire Territory, the 
confidence of Congress has been shame- 
fully abused, and the bounty has been 
basely squandered, without securing any 
of the aims and objects of the appropri- 
ations.- Two-thirds of the Indian popu- 
lation reside within this District; they 
life along the immigrant route; are far 



more hostile than their more eastern 
brethren, and are .constantly outraging 
property, harrassing the settlements and 
murdering our citizens. 

Yet, almost the entire amount of the 
appropriations hitherto made by Con- 
gress has been exhausted in abortive at- 
tempts to make Reservations, and to 
conciliate the Indians about Salt Lake, 
wtro aro already subsidised by the Mor- 
mon Church aud influence ; while this is 
the case, there has not been a solitary 
Military Station established in this Dis- 
trict, and scarcely a dollar expended 
among our Indian Tribes. The people, 
in winter, have to support the Indiana 
from charity to prevent starvation ; aad 
in the summer, hare had to do so from 
necessity, to purchase protection to life 
and property. At all seasons, citixeos 
passing through, and immigrants to the 
Territory, are compelled to run a gaunt- 
let through savage and inhuman enemies, 
ready and seeking to destroy life and 
property. National reputation and pros- 
perity seem to suggest that for this Dis- 
trict there should be created a separate 
Indian Agency, with an independent ap- 
propriation, and that sufficient .Military 
Stations shonld be established along the 
usual line of travel. 

Boundary Surer* 

As a subject of equal importance, wo 
cannot over estimate the rexed question 
of Territorial jurisdiction, growing out 
of the disputed boundary between the 
State of California and this Territory. 
This matter has been and still is the 
fruitful source of annoyance and disputa- 
tion. There is a large extent of terri- 
tory bordering upon the eastern bound- 
ary of California, rich in population, 
mineral and agricultural wealth, orer 
which, up to the present time, there has 
been exercised no recognised local au- 
thority. For this reason, criminals 
charged Mtith grave offences hare escaped 
conviction; crime has been boldly com- 
mitted without fear of accusation, aad 
valuable property has remained without 
assessment and taxation. It is not less 
important to the peace of our communi- 
ty, than for the preservation of friendly 
relations between the 8ti$t_j£ CaHfor- 
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ilia and this Territory, that Congress 
should create a commission to survey 
and establish a boundary line as early as 
is practicable. 

Momta Outrages. 

We farther make special reference to 
the following grievances, which are as 
disgraceful to the age and oar country 
as they are oppressive to us : 

The Mormon people are at present 
bitterly hostile to the Governmen; of 
the United States; are in the constant 
practice of violating the Organic Act, 
and commit daily outrages upon the per* 
tons and liberty of American citizen*. 

They make and unmake laws ad libit**, 
without regard to the Constitution , aad 
commit murder and the highest crimes in 
defiance of the United States authority, 
and in contempt of law. They not only 
disable the Federal Courts by refusing 
and neglecting to provide means for the 
sustenance of the Courts, but they tramp- 
le upon the law, deride the Federal 
Judges and resist the executive officer*. 
In their Legislature they make purely 
special laws, and in violation of the Con- 
stitution. In their administration of law 
they screen crime and oppress the right, 
by disfranchising and murdering individ- 
uals, merely for being American citizens. 

They prostitute their own females and 
have debauched helpless American wom- 
en; and with systamatic barbarity, have 
incited the Indian savages to attack and 
murder large bodies of unprotected peo- 
ple. We might prolong this detail of 
infiuny and crime to the end of the cata- 
logue of offences did time permit, or if 
it were necessary to show the necessity 
of some immediate and adequate protec- 
tion by Congress. 

Nevada Territory. 

Whether this security can best be hud 
in the creation of a new Territory, or of 
an independent Judicial District, with 
the right of appeal to the U. S. Circuit 
Court of California, we leave to the 
wiser counsels of the paternal Govern* 
meat In view, however, of the dissim- 
ilar tastes and interests, and of the dis- 
cordant sentiments, religious and politi- 
cal, of the people, and of the outrages 
above enumerated, we fubmi; that the 



best interests of the Government in this 
Territory imperatively require some re- 
medial legislation on the part of Con* 
gress. 

Resources* 
Our va*t and fertile plains, our fruit* 
ful pastures and teeming herds, the won- 
derful extent and unparalleled richness 
of oar mines, already surround us with 
enviable advantages and attract the atten- 
tion of neighboring communities. Our 
present prospects are only prophetic of 
our future prosperity, and our sjieedy at- 
tainment to a nigh position in the rank 
of suter States. 

Our wealth is not only rapidly in- 
creasing with the cultivation of our 
fields, the increase of our herds and the 
development of the mines, but it is 
reasonable to predict that within the 
next twelve months we will have a popu- 
lation of American citizens sufficieut* to 
justify our admission forthwith in the 
sisterhood of States, and thus complete 
the chain of civilization, religion and 
liberty that now reaches from the shores 
of the Pacific and Atlantic, and en- 
deavors to bind the continent in one on- 
broken line. 

As a subject of local importance, we 
would suggest the necessity, in the ab* 
sence of sufficient county organizations, 
that an appropriation be made for the 
erection of Public Buildings, and to pay 
the Marshal, Clerk and other Territorial 
officers. 

Iti conclusion, we express our thanka 
for the uniform courtesy of the Court 
and its officers, and especially to Wei* 
liugton Stewart, District Attorney, for 
his ability and industry in ministering 
to the performance of our labors. 

We respectfully submit the above and 
ask to be discharged. 
A. S. Rorsoy, ForthWrn. H. Carey, 
J. J. Coddingtoo, Jas. M. Herring, 
Mark. M. Gaige, I. Mott. 
J. H. Sturteveot, Sana I. Best, 
Jas. Oatc wood, M. Bordaux, 
Wro. Pickering, K. Adams, 
Mat. Shastrecb, B. G. Mast, 
James McSberry, J. Howard, 
J. A- Smyth, George Hunt, 

A.L.Grecnleaf. 
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